What It Means to be Redeemed
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Do you know what it's like to redeem something? Let me use an illustration. Let's say you take a
prized possession down to the pawnshop. The guy at the pawnshop gives you $50 and a ticket
for it and puts it on the shelf.
As soon as you get $50 together, you can go back to the pawnshop, give him the ticket and the
money, and you can get your possession back. You have "redeemed" it.
It's the same way with coupons. When you take a dollar coupon for cereal to the grocery store,
you can redeem it toward the box of cereal. What you're actually doing is using it as a substitute
for a dollar toward the purchase of the cereal.
Jesus redeemed us by paying the price we couldn't pay. He is our Redeemer. Look at the rest
of Ephesians 1:7, "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace."
In other words, "the riches of His grace" means that He has the ability to do through you the
thing that you can't do. He is so rich in grace that He can provide enough grace for every single
person to do the thing that they cannot do for themselves.
There is no earthly person who can pay the price for salvation. It does not matter how hard a
person may work at it. People can do good deeds. They can tithe and have so many Sunday
school pins hanging off the left side of their lapel that they walk crooked, but that will not get
them saved. No one can be saved by works. Nothing, absolutely nothing you can do can save
you.
Romans 3:23 says, "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." There is nothing you can
do to change that by yourself. Without the blood of Jesus you will die short of the glory of God.
However, if we look at Ephesians 1:7-8, it explains that, "we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound
toward us in all wisdom and prudence."
Wow, isn't that great? His grace abounds toward us. We are blessed because God favors us.
God favors us because of grace. He gives us favor when we don't deserve it.
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